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2016 Solar Thermal Trends

pace with technological advances. Several SHC Task Operating Agents have weighed in on
trends in their areas of expertise.

&* With 2016 underway, it's important to stop for a moment and think about where solar
1 thermal is headed in the short-term and how current work can support or be adjusted to keep
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2016 Trends from page 3

solar and wind resource mapping
program have also gained prominence

in providing country-specific resource
atlases, especially in developing countries.

Overall, the relationship between public
research institutes and private-sector
data providers is an evolving process,
where governments now mainly support
high risk R&D and provide data for public
good, while the private sector provides
the value added services required for
effective solar energy deployments.

* Broadening reach to new markets
in the Middle East and China where
there is large market potential while the
European solar cooling market remains
very small.

* PV cooling, especially in the small power
range, is pushing solar thermal cooling
to adapt to the competition — new cost
competitive sorption chillers are entering
the market and solar thermal cooling
costs are going down significantly.

* More than ever, peak load shaving is
driving solar cooling (and heating), which
means the link between grid operators
and the future development and growth
of the solar cooling sector is critical.


http://task43.iea-shc.org
mailto:jen%40solarkey.dk?subject=



